
L
or
d 

C
hr

is
t, 

G
od

’s
 O

nl
y 

D
ea
r 
S

on
 

H
er

r C
hr

is
t, 

de
r e

in
ig

 G
ot

ts
 S

oh
n 

El
is

ab
et

h 
Cr

uc
ig

er
, 1

52
4 

Tr
. C

hr
is

to
ph

er
 J

. N
eu

en
do

rf
, 2

01
4 

7.6
. 7

.6
. 7

.7.
6.

 
H

E
R

R
 C

H
R

IS
T,

 D
E

R
 E

IN
IG

 G
O

TT
S 

SO
H

N
 

Er
fu

rt
 E

nc
hi

rid
io

n,
 1

52
4 

ww
w.

lu
th

er
an

ch
or

al
eb

oo
k.

co
m

L
or
d 

C
hr

is
t, 

G
od

’s
 O

nl
y 

D
ea
r 
S

on















 


  




 

 
 







  



















 






    









 





   

 




 

 




 




 

 


    













 










  





 





  
 

      

 

st
ra

y.
Th

ee
.

us
.

Th
ee

.

tofo
r

sk
y.

th
e to

sh
ou

ld
th

ey unun erin

Th
ee

cle
av

e
to

ev
re in

g
fr

om

st
ar

s
st

or
ed

al
l

tu
rn

th
ou

gh
t,we su

b er an
d

its

ba
rr

ed
he

ar
ts

lig
ht

tu
re

ne
ss ev da
y in

Sc
rip

ch
as

te
fa

ith
o’e

r
lif

e

An
d

Ea
ch

Th
ee

,
in

g.
su

e
dw

el
l

U
n

O
urH
is

en
,

ne
ss

et
h,

in he
r

fr
om es

t
ne

w

As K
ep

t
N

or
Re

ig
n

G
ra

nt

riv we
ak

ly

gl
ea

m

gi
n ed is
h,

sp
ru

ng
,

Th
ee

,
vi

r
fo

re pe
r

Le
st

M
ak

e

Th
irs

t
Th

ee
in

gen
,

ne
ss

,

Th
an

Li
fe

et
h

to lo
ng

sw
ee

t
un an

d

Th
y

be
am

he
av

ly of

m
in

ds
si

re
,

ta
st

e
ou

r
dem

ay

br
ig

ht
ga

te
s

m
or

e
th

e

pu
r

we
’re

on
he

ar
ts

ea
rt

h
ou

r
le

t
ye

t

ha
th

us
H

e

ea
rt

h
fo

r in

St
ar

,

he
ar

t

bo
un

d

er be un tu
re

th
er

’s
Fa m
ot

h
se

rv
e

po
w

’r
na

in
g

de
at

h
he

re

M
or

nth
e

pu
re it Th
y

ol
d

infr
om

w
ho

se
sp

ir

ou
r

O W
hi

le
ni

gh
t,

pl
ac

e

W
ho

Th
at

Th
e

lim
e,

ce
as

e,

se
e,

Fo
rt

h
H

e
In W

ho
M

ak
e

ty
,

tim
e

cr
ea

se
,

m
ig

ht
,

gr
ac

e,

us
en

ne
ss

,
ly Th

y
th

er in

of in
ne

ss
ed

ge

ni
te

r

fa
of

fu
l

kn
ow

l
th

e
Th

y

e
fr

om

Th
ou

Q
ui

ck

In In
ed

,

an Th
ee

,

H
is

So
n,

us
fo

un
d

go
od

wo
m

do
re

wo
rld

Th
yaof

de
ar

ly

in
w

ho
le

bo
rn

lo
ve

th
e

wa
s

in

on
G

od
’s

ki
ll

w
hous us

4 
 T

ho
u

5 
 L

or
d,

2 
 F

or
3 

 L
et

Ch
ris

t,
1 

 L
or

d

O
ne

 o
f 
th

e 
ve

ry
 f

ir
st

 L
ut

he
ra

n 
hy

m
ns

 e
ve

r 
to

 b
e 

pu
bl

ish
ed

, “
Lo

rd
 C

hr
ist

, G
od

’s 
O

nl
y 

D
ea

r 
So

n”
 (

“H
er

r 
Ch

ris
t, 

de
r 

ein
ig

 G
ot

ts 
So

hn
”)

 w
as

 w
ri

tt
en

 b
y 

El
isa

be
th

 
C

ru
ci

ge
r 

né
e 

vo
n 

M
es

er
itz

, 
a 

fo
rm

er
 n

un
 w

ho
, 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 h
er

 p
ar

en
ts

, 
ha

d 
be

en
 w

on
 o

ve
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

Lu
th

er
an

 R
ef

or
m

at
io

n 
an

d 
in

 1
52

2 
fl

ed
 t

o 
W

itt
en

be
rg

, 
wh

er
e 

sh
e 

m
et

 h
er

 h
us

ba
nd

 C
as

pa
r C

ru
ci

ge
r, 

at
 th

at
 ti

m
e 

a 
st

ud
en

t u
nd

er
 L

ut
he

r. 
H

er
 h

ym
n 

wa
s i

nc
lu

de
d 

in
 o

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
ea

rl
ie

st
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

hy
m

na
ls,

 t
he

 E
rf

ur
t 

En
-

ch
ir

id
io

n 
of

 1
52

4,
 a

s 
we

ll 
as

 i
n 

Jo
ha

nn
 W

al
te

r’s
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n 
of

 p
ol

yp
ho

ni
c 

hy
m

n 
se

tt
in

gs
, t

he
 G

ey
stl

ich
e g

esa
ng

k 
Bu

ch
ley

n,
 a

lso
 o

f 1
52

4.
 D

ue
 to

 it
s e

m
ph

as
is 

on
 th

e 
In

ca
rn

at
io

n 
of

 O
ur

 L
or

d,
 t

he
 h

ym
n 

we
nt

 o
n 

to
 b

e 
pr

es
cr

ib
ed

 f
or

 A
dv

en
t 

an
d 

C
hr

ist
m

as
, w

hi
le

 th
e 

fi
rs

t s
ta

nz
a’

s i
m

ag
er

y 
of

 Je
su

s a
s t

he
 M

or
ni

ng
 S

ta
r c

au
se

d 
th

e 
hy

m
n 

to
 b

e s
un

g 
at

 th
e E

pi
ph

an
y 

of
 O

ur
 L

or
d.

 

Th
e 

tu
ne

 o
ri

gi
na

te
d 

wi
th

 a
 f

ift
ee

nt
h-

ce
nt

ur
y 

lo
ve

 so
ng

, “
M

ein
 fr

ew
d 

m
öc

ht
 si

ch
 

wo
l m

er
en

,”
 b

ut
 t

he
 m

et
er

 w
as

 a
da

pt
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

ne
w 

te
xt

. I
t 

ha
s s

in
ce

 b
ee

n 
us

ed
 a

s 
th

e 
tu

ne
 f

or
 n

um
er

ou
s 

Lu
th

er
an

 h
ym

ns
, t

ho
ug

h 
it 

ha
s 

no
t 

be
co

m
e 

co
m

m
on

 in
 

En
gl

ish
 u

sa
ge

. T
he

 se
tt

in
g 

us
ed

 fo
r t

he
 F

re
e 

Lu
th

er
an

 C
ho

ra
le

-B
oo

k 
is 

a 
co

m
po

s-
ite

 o
f s

ev
er

al
 si

xt
ee

nt
h 

an
d 

se
ve

nt
ee

nt
h-

ce
nt

ur
y 

so
ur

ce
s, 

ow
in

g 
m

os
t t

o 
th

e s
et

tin
g 

by
 Jo

ha
nn

 H
er

m
an

n 
Sc

he
in

. 

En
gl

ish
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

hy
m

na
ls 

ha
ve

 m
ad

e 
us

e 
of

 a
 t

ra
ns

la
tio

n 
by

 A
rt

hu
r 

To
ze

r 
R

us
-

se
ll,

 P
sa

lm
s a

nd
 H

ym
ns

, 1
85

1, 
N

o.
 4

1, 
“T

he
 O

nl
y 

So
n 

fr
om

 H
ea

ve
n,

” 
wh

ic
h 

om
its

 
th

e 
la

st
 tw

o 
st

an
za

s. 
To

 so
m

e 
re

ce
nt

 h
ym

na
ls 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ad
de

d 
a 

do
xo

lo
gi

ca
l s

ta
nz

a 
th

at
 is

 n
ot

 p
re

se
nt

 in
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
. T

he
 tr

an
sla

tio
n 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
fo

r t
he

 F
re

e 
Lu

th
er

-
an

 C
ho

ra
le

-B
oo

k 
in

cl
ud

es
 a

ll 
fi

ve
 o

ri
gi

na
l 

st
an

za
s, 

an
d 

ev
er

y 
at

te
m

pt
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

m
ad

e 
to

 k
ee

p 
it 

as
 c

lo
se

 a
s p

os
sib

le
 to

 th
e 

ph
ra

sin
g 

of
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
. B

ot
h 

te
xt

 a
nd

 
m

us
ic

 m
ay

 b
e 

fr
ee

ly
 u

se
d 

an
d 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
 fo

r a
ny

 p
ur

po
se

 w
ha

te
ve

r a
nd

 a
re

 o
ff

er
ed

 
wi

th
 th

e 
pr

ay
er

 th
at

 th
ey

 m
ay

 se
rv

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
ed

if
ic

at
io

n 
of

 C
hr

ist
ia

n 
pe

op
le

 e
ve

ry
-

wh
er

e.

ww
w.

lu
th

er
an

ch
or

al
eb

oo
k.

co
m



L
ord C

hrist, G
od’s O

nly D
ear S

on 
H

err Christ, der einig G
otts Sohn 

Elisabeth Cruciger, 1524 
Tr. Christopher J. N

euendorf, 2014 

7.6. 7.6. 7.7.6. 
H

E
R

R
 CH

R
IST, D

E
R

 E
IN

IG
 G

O
TTS SO

H
N

 
Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524 

www.lutheranchoralebook.com

L
ord C

hrist, G
od’s O

nly D
ear S

on



























 



 

 

















 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

   
 






 
 





 

 
  

  
  




 












 
  


  

 

   
 

 
  

 




 

 


 

 
 

   

  

     
 

 
 

  


  
 


 

  
  

             

  

stray.
Thee.

us.
Thee.

to for

sky.
theto

should
they
un uner in

Thee
cleave

to

ev
reing

from

stars
stored

all

turn
thought, we

suber
and
its

barred
hearts

light

ture
ness
ev

dayin

Scrip
chaste
faith
o’er
life

And
Each

Thee,
ing.

sue
dwell

U
n

O
ur

H
is

en,
ness

eth,

inher
from
est
new

AsK
ept

N
or

Reign
G

rant

riv
weak

ly

gleam

ginedish,

sprung,

Thee,
vir
fore

per

Lest
M

ake

Thirst
Thee
ing en,
ness,

Than
Life

eth

to
long

sweet
un
and

Thy

beam
heav

lyof

m
inds

sire,

taste
our
de m

ay

bright
gates

m
ore

the

pur
we’re

on
hearts
earth

our
let
yet

hath
us

H
e

earth
forin

Star,

heart

bound

erbeun
ture

ther’s
Fa

m
oth

serve
pow

’r
na

ing
death
here

M
orn the
pure

it
Thy
old

in

from
w

hose
spir

our

OW
hile

night,
place

W
ho

That

The
lim

e,
cease,

see,

Forth
H

e
InW

ho
M

ake

ty,
tim

e
crease,
m

ight,
grace,

us
en

ness,
ly

Thy
ther
in

ofin
ness
edge

ni
ter

fa
of

ful
knowl

the
Thy

e
from

Thou
Q

uick

InIn
ed,

an
Thee,

H
is

Son,

us
found
good

wom
dore

world
Thy a of

dear
ly

in
w

hole

born
love

the

was
in

on
G

od’s

kill
w

ho

usus
4  Thou
5  Lord,

2  For
3  Let

Christ,
1  Lord

O
ne of th

e very first Lutheran hym
ns ever to be published, “Lord C

hrist, G
od’s 

O
nly D

ear Son” (“H
err Christ, der einig G

otts Sohn”) was written by Elisabeth 
C

ruciger née von M
eseritz, a form

er nun who, together with her parents, had 
been won over for the Lutheran R

eform
ation and in 1522 fled to W

ittenberg, 
where she m

et her husband C
aspar C

ruciger, at that tim
e a student under Luther. 

H
er hym

n was included in one of the earliest Lutheran hym
nals, the Erfurt En-

chiridion of 1524, as well as in Johann W
alter’s collection of polyphonic hym

n 
settings, the G

eystliche gesangk Buchleyn, also of 1524. D
ue to its em

phasis on the 
Incarnation of O

ur Lord, the hym
n went on to be prescribed for A

dvent and 
C

hristm
as, while the first stanza’s im

agery of Jesus as the M
orning Star caused the 

hym
n to be sung at the Epiphany of O

ur Lord. 

The tune originated with a fifteenth-century love song, “M
ein frewd m

öcht sich 
wol m

eren,” but the m
eter was adapted to the new text. It has since been used as 

the tune for num
erous Lutheran hym

ns, though it has not becom
e com

m
on in 

English usage. The setting used for the Free Lutheran C
horale-Book is a com

pos-
ite of several sixteenth and seventeenth-century sources, owing m

ost to the setting 
by Johann H

erm
ann Schein. 

English Lutheran hym
nals have m

ade use of a translation by A
rthur Tozer R

us-
sell, Psalm

s and H
ym

ns, 1851, N
o. 41, “The O

nly Son from
 H

eaven,” which om
its 

the last two stanzas. To som
e recent hym

nals has been added a doxological stanza 
that is not present in the original. The translation developed for the Free Luther-
an C

horale-Book includes all five original stanzas, and every attem
pt has been 

m
ade to keep it as close as possible to the phrasing of the original. Both text and 

m
usic m

ay be freely used and reproduced for any purpose whatever and are offered 
with the prayer that they m

ay serve for the edification of C
hristian people every-

where.
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