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 6 Who in this mercy hath not faith, 
   Sin still his soul possesses. 
  He is condemned t’eternal death 
   Deep in hell’s dark recesses. 
  No help is his own holiness, 
   His deeds have not availed him, 
  Turned by that sin to worthlessness 
   Which from his birth assailed him; 
   He can’t himself deliver. 

 7 The eye doth naught but water see, 
   Plain men the water pouring; 
  But from this blindness faith is free, 
   Christ Jesus’ blood adoring. 
  It is for faith a flood of red, 
   By Christ’s own blood thus tinted, 
  For all our sin and weakness shed 
   Which Adam has transmitted, 
   And we too have committed. 
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Martin Luther wrote “Christ Our Lord to the Jordan Came” (“Christ unser 
Herr zum Jordan kam”) as a Catechism hymn on Baptism. Its probable first ap-
pearance is in the form of a broadsheet in 1541. Its first appearance in a hymnal is 
in Joseph Klug’s 1543 Geistliche Lieder zu Wittenberg, where it is found with 
what has ever since been its proper tune. 

The tune was originally written for Luther’s hymn “May God Bestow on Us His 
Grace” (“Es wollt uns Gott genädig sei”) and published in Johann Walter’s col-
lection of polyphonic hymn settings, the Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Witten-
berg, 1524. The setting provided here is Johann Hermann Schein’s, from his 
Cantional, 1627, adapted to fit the original form of the melody. 

For the content of the hymn, Luther drew from the scriptural sources of Christ-
ian Baptism; hence the references to the institution of Baptism (stanza 5, 
Matthew 28:19) and the threat of our Lord against those who disbelieve the bless-
ings of Baptism (stanza 6, Mark 16:16). While stanzas 1, 3–4 are devoted chiefly to 
the actual baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, if one compares the contents of stanzas 
2, 5–7 to the Small Catechism, one sees a remarkable correspondence to Luther’s 
presentation there. 

The hymn appears in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, No. 401, as 
“To Jordan Came Our Lord the Christ,” with an altered version of the transla-
tion by Richard Massie, 1854, but it is not included in The Lutheran Hymnal, 
1941. It is restored in the Lutheran Service Book, 2006, as “To Jordan Came the 
Christ, Our Lord,” No. 406, in a 1976 translation by Elizabeth Quitmeyer, but 
the translation is copyrighted, and no harmonies are provided. 

The translation for the Free Lutheran Chorale-Book is partially based on that of 
Richard Massie, as found in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, though 
thoroughly revised to preserve as much as possible of Luther’s original word 
choice and phrasing. Most of the translation is new, leading it to be listed as 
composite. The text and music here provided may be freely used and reproduced 
for any purpose whatever, and are offered with the prayer that they may serve for 
the edification of Christian people everywhere.
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